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ABSTRACT
This research paper focuses on the theme of "Building a New India," highlighting the vision of a self-
reliant, inclusive, technologically empowered, and sustainably developing nation. The study clarifies the
concept of nation-building in the context of 21st-century India, considering its social, economic, political,
and technological needs.
The research comprehensively analyzes various aspects such as Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India),
the digital revolution, education and skill development, environmental protection, social justice, and
global leadership. It also emphasizes how inclusive policies, technological innovation, balanced
development between rural and urban areas, and cultural revival can position India as a powerful nation
on the global stage.
The study suggests that to make India a developed nation, multidimensional strategies must be adopted,
which require active participation from every citizen and the incorporation of local perspectives in
policymaking.
Keywords: Atmanirbhar Bharat, Inclusive Development, Digital Revolution, Innovation, Sustainable
Development
I. INTRODUCTION
In the post-pandemic world order, the idea of "self-reliance" or Atmanirbharta has become a foundational
vision for India’s economic and strategic trajectory. However, this vision transcends mere industrial
independence; it encompasses inclusive development, environmental sustainability, innovation, and
cultural revival. India, with its vast demographic dividend and diverse landscape, must harness its internal
capacities while engaging effectively with global systems.
“New India” must be an India that is not only economically strong but also socially equitable, digitally
connected, and environmentally responsible. This paper attempts to provide a holistic framework to
understand what constitutes “nation-building” in 21st-century India, aligning domestic ambitions with
global expectations.
II. LITERATURE REVIEW
Research from global think tanks (WEF, UNDP) and national bodies (NITI Aayog, Ministry of
Education, MEITY) underscores the correlation between innovation, inclusive development, and national
resilience. Historical analyses of economic recoveries show that long-term progress stems from domestic
manufacturing, education reform, and sustained investment in human capital.
Key Review Themes:
e Economic Nationalism: Drawing on Swadeshi principles, Atmanirbhar Bharat builds modern
economic sovereignty via supply chain reforms and MSME empowerment.
o Digital Infrastructure: The rapid scale-up of platforms like Aadhaar, UPI, and DigiLocker
highlights India's leapfrogging in fintech and identity digitization.
e Green Development: India’s leadership in renewable energy capacity and its pledge to reach net-
zero emissions by 2070 is a model for emerging economies.
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III. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
This paper aims to:
1. Define the concept of New India in terms of technological empowerment, economic resilience,
and social inclusivity.
2. Analyze India’s self-reliance strategy through Atmanirbhar Bharat and its implications for the
global economy.
3. Explore how digital public infrastructure is reshaping governance, entrepreneurship, and financial
inclusion.
4. Examine the importance of equitable education, environmental sustainability, and grassroots
innovation.
5. Provide evidence-backed policy suggestions for inclusive, sustainable, and innovation-driven
national growth.
IV.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1 Atmanirbhar Bharat: Economic Sovereignty Redefined
Launched in May 2020, Atmanirbhar Bharat aims to reduce dependency on global supply chains by
promoting local manufacturing, FDI diversification, and indigenous innovation. The PLI (Production-
Linked Incentive) schemes in electronics, semiconductors, and pharma are key enablers.
Challenge: Trade protectionism risks and MSME financing gaps hinder uniform implementation.
4.2 Digital Revolution and Public Infrastructure
India's Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)—comprising Aadhaar, UPI, DigiLocker, and CoWIN—has
created an open, scalable digital stack for inclusive governance.
e Over 8 billion UPI transactions per month (2024)
e Direct benefit transfers (DBTs) streamlined subsidies to S00M+ people
e IndiaStack is now being exported to nations like Sri Lanka and Mauritius
Challenge: Data privacy and internet access gaps in rural areas remain critical.
4.3 Education, Skilling, and Human Capital
The National Education Policy (2020) emphasizes skill-based, multidisciplinary learning. Skill India has
trained over 13 million youth in digital and vocational trades. However, dropout rates in rural areas and
limited alignment with industry needs are ongoing challenges.
¢ GER (Gross Enrollment Ratio) at higher education is 27%
e India ranks 132nd in Human Capital Index (World Bank, 2022)
4.4 Inclusive Development and Social Equity
India’s flagship schemes like PM Jan Dhan Yojana, Ayushman Bharat, and PM Awas Yojana have
significantly expanded access to financial services, healthcare, and housing.
e Over 500M Jan Dhan bank accounts
¢ 10 crore+ households covered under Ayushman Bharat
Challenge: Socio-economic gaps based on caste, gender, and location continue to persist.
4.5 Environmental Sustainability and Climate Leadership
India is the third-largest producer of solar energy and has launched missions like International Solar
Alliance and Jal Jeevan Mission. The transition to EVs and green hydrogen is underway.
Challenge: Urban pollution, deforestation, and slow adaptation to climate shocks affect rural populations.

ISSN:2250-3676 www.ijesat.com Page 659 of 660



International Journal of Engineering Science and Advanced Technology (IJESAT)

4.6 India as a Global Player
India’s role in G20 Presidency (2023), Vaccine Maitri, and Digital Diplomacy shows its emergence as
a South-South cooperation leader. With QUAD, BRICS, and SCO memberships, India balances East-

West partnerships.

Challenge: Strategic autonomy vs. global alliance dependencies

Table 1: Pillars of ¢

‘New India”
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Pillar HKey Program HSuccesses HChallenges
Economic Self-||Atmanirbhar  Bharat,||Boosted local production, Credit oans. trade friction
Reliance PLI MSME growth 8aps,
Digital UPI Aadhaar,||Inclusi . .. .
ahta ) achaar, Meiusion, governance Digital divide, data security
Infrastructure DigiLocker efficiency
Educati & . . ||Skill traini , NEP .
Pc.a o NEP 2020, Skill India - lralig  sutge Dropouts, rural disparities
Skilling reform
) Jan Dhan, Ayushman||Financial, health inclusion for i
Inclusion o Gender, caste gaps persist
Bharat millions
o Solar Mission, EV|[Climate pledges, renewable||Urban-rural implementation
Sustainability . .
Policy push imbalance
. G20, Vaccine Maitri,||Strategic global i , tech .
Global Diplomacy QUAD acetne Matttt allrizrffe“s: global Tmage, fee Balancing autonomy vs blocs
V. CONCLUSION

Building a New India is not a single-policy pursuit but a multidimensional endeavor. It requires co-

creation, not mere compliance, where every citizen is a contributor. The confluence of local innovation,

federal policy coherence, and global strategy is key to building a resilient, inclusive, and innovative

nation.

While India’s macro-narratives—digital innovation, self-reliance, clean energy—are strong, micro-level

execution across rural India, marginalized communities, and fragile ecosystems must be the next frontier.
The dream of a developed India by 2047 can only be realized through collaborative, inclusive, and future-

oriented action.

Ministry of Electronics and IT (2023).
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